IHT 315 Module 8 AVP – “Modes of Travel”
Slide 1: Introduction
Modes of travel have progressed from conveyances powered by human and animal strength, to winds and currents, to steam, electricity, and modern fuels. As new technology enables transportation to advance, it propels tourism right along with it. Let’s look at modes of travel used in today’s tourism industry.
Slide 2: Trains
Passenger train travel began almost two centuries ago. Its heyday in the U.S. lasted 100 years, from the 1830s to the 1920s, when automobiles became ubiquitous. Later air travel took away another large share of it market. Amtrak began operations in 1971 in a move to consolidate passenger trains and keep many of them from going extinct. In many parts of the world, trains are still a major form of transportation for tourists and locals alike. Tourists like the convenience and savings of railpasses, especially backpackers who use the Eurailpass to travel all over Europe. High-speed trains are popular in Japan, Korea, Germany, France, and the US, with more planned. Why do people take the train? Tickets are inexpensive, the trains are comfortable and safe, and passengers can sightsee or get up and walk around. In addition to the romance of the rails, they’re just a lot more fun than most other modes of transportation. 
Slide 3: Ships
For centuries people have been traveling by boats and ships that were powered by oars, poles, sails, and steam.  In the latter half of the 20th century, the airlines overtook ships as the basic trans-oceanic mode of transportation, so cruising evolved as a popular vacation choice. 
The Miami area is the world center for cruise departures, and the Caribbean is the primary destination with its warm weather, good sailing conditions, convenient itineraries with interesting ports—many of which are English-speaking, and the large market of snowbirds from the northern part of the U.S. and Canada. Alaska is a popular summer destination for ships from Seattle and Vancouver. In Europe, the islands and mainland ports of the Mediterranean are popular cruise stops. Asia, however, is the fastest growing cruise destination. 
Most people who have cruised register a high satisfaction rate. The market continues to grow with many ships getting bigger for economies of scale, while others are getting  smaller to reach out-of-the-way ports and provide a more personal experience.  The Cruise Line Industry Association (CLIA) is its primary association. 
Also important to the tourism industry are the many ferries and hydrofoils in various parts of the world that provide transportation links to islands and along coast lines.
Slide 4: Automobiles, RVs, Motorcycles 

Since the growth of the automobile in the 1920s, tourists have been able to travel to places beyond rail and water routes, and drivers all over the world still love the freedom of driving their own car whether it’s around town or on vacation. Just as railroad tracks have traversed continents, so has the Autobahn in Germany in the 1930s and the Interstate highway system in the U.S. in the 1950s. Cars and RVs are the dominate mode of travel for U.S. domestic travel and in many other countries as well, especially for family vacations and relatively short trips. RVs are popular with seniors and people who like to “camp” without roughing it. Motorcycle riding is both a recreational hobby and a popular way to tour the countryside with the wind in your face during agreeable weather. Both business and pleasure travelers often fly or take a ship or train to a distant location where they pick up a rental car for additional travels at the destination. Rental car companies play an important role in the tourism industry by allowing tourists to take public transportation to a destination and then once again enjoy the convenience of having their own transportation.
Slide 5: Airlines
Airlines provide long-distance travel between major hubs (gateway cities) and commuter flights from smaller cities into the hub cities. They are the main mode of travel for intercontinental itineraries. Airlines continue to privatize and merge or engage in various partnership strategies and alliances that cut their operational costs and increase their revenue streams. High fuel charges, equipment and labor costs, and airport security costs make it difficult for airlines to achieve profitability at present. They are also getting more competition from high-speed trains.

Slide 6: Buses
Buses are used for intercity transportation and for charter tours. Intercity buses are the mainstay of the local transportation system in many countries, as they connect communities not served by any other form of public transportation.  Buses designed specifically for tours are known as motorcoaches. They are much different from the basic city buses and school buses most people remember.  Motorcoaches have comfortable, reclining seats, climate control, music and video systems, toilets, beverage attendants, and lots of room for luggage. Buses are the main mode of travel for commercial sightseeing in the city or across the country.

Slide 7: Transportation as Attraction and Icon
Some modes of travel are pure drudgery, such as a flight when you’re crammed into the center of the middle aisle in economy class, or when the traffic is terrible, or numerous other situations, when even adults start asking, “Are we there yet?”  But other times, the journey is fun and the transportation is an attraction, such as cruising up the Inside Passage to Alaska, riding the Glacier Express in Switzerland, or renting a convertible and driving around Oahu.  Sometimes transportation is even an icon or a symbol of the destination, such as the street cars in San Francisco, the double-decker buses in London, or the jeepneys in Manila. 

Slide 8: Internal Transportation
Tourists’ transportation needs are both external and internal. External is that endless flight from your nearest local gateway to Hong Kong and all the connections included. Internal is getting around Hong Kong using the Star Ferry, the tram, the subway, double-decker buses, and taxis. Tourists depend on destinations to provide adequate transportation services and terminals that, hopefully, connect one mode to another in a seamless fashion, such as the train service from the Zurich International Airport or the subway stop at the main train station in Seoul. 
Slide 9: The End 
Tourism management is a complicated subject with many topics, issues, and moving parts that vary in different countries around the world.  Hopefully, this course has made it a bit easier to comprehend. I hope to see you again in a future course. 

PAGE  
2

